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And at Midnight Paul and 81146 grey. 
ad and Jang” Praifes wnto G 0 D. 


beſt directory for regulating he worlhip, 
of Chriſtians, is that of the New Teſtament. 
In ſacred writings we are taught of Gop. They 
are clear and explicit with regard to the object. the 
Mediator and the mannet of divine worſhip: T 
— with the ſeveral parts of it. Among thoſe re- 
ligious acts of reverence which we owe to the Gos 
| be, our lives ; that of finging Hymns of Praiſe to 
him, is worthy of our patticulzr regard and attention. 
"PRAYER indeed is & neceſſary, uſeful; and im- 
— part of religion, and very imperfe& without 
iſe: Let in the pugage that has now been read 

to you, they are repreſented as diſtinct aQts of wor- 
ſhip. ' There are times in which it is fit that the 
potitionary part of prayer ſhould have a large ſhare 
in our devotions. I any amo affhifted ? let bim 
pray.“ VNatute does by a kind of inſtinct turn to 
Gov its Author and Preſerver, when hard beſet witk 
any calamity : And mueh more may this be expect - 
ed when there is a principle of grace.” No wonder” 
then that Pau/ and Silas who had given tbemſelve- 
ro prayer, I ſhould comply with that direction of 
en r 104 me in the = of trouble. 4 Nor on 
the 
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we contrary, is it at all ſtrange that man whoſe 


ifliction.— Their conſcienges were clear; 3 and they 


frame is ſo exquiſitely conſtructed and tuned, ſhould 
leaſe Ritnſelf with the harmony of folinds ; When 
is body is healthy, his heart chearful, and his voice 
at command. But let his bone and fleſh be touch- 
ed and how -apt is he tochang his hatp upon the. 
willows. The more ſevere the conflict of ſuffering, 
the more difficult is the work of praiſe, This 
ſideration renders the jqyful frame of Paul and Sar 
expreſſed by ſongs of praiſe, the more temarkablo. 
"7 They /ang praiſes unto. Go b, when they ſeemed-ts: 
be profiled out of meaſure, and above firength;*%., They 
were accuſed of troubling the city of Philipptempu» 
aiſhed by the magiſtrates without any legal trial 
and caſt into the inner priſon - theit᷑ legs were pain - 
fully diſtended their feet ſecured in the ſtocks 3 andþ 
_ their backs fore with ſcourging. But as Gon: he 
is ever gracious and merciful deſerves our ꝑtaiſes not - 
withſtanding all the trials be may order ſor us 16; 
ia gheſe meſſengers of grace and truth we have an 
example of ſinging praiſe unto him in the night of 


ſuffered. in a good cauſe. Their bodies indeed were 
pained, but their hearts were joyful ; their lips: 
were opened, and their tongues ſhewed forth the 
_ praiſes of Gop io ſinging one of the ſongs of, Tion. 
„FRN their example we may collect the fol- 
lowing Iaſtzu tion... bas tte? cou, 
I. Tu Ax ſinging praiſes. unto Go p, is a duty 
that is never out of ſcaſon. 1911: 19047 by 
„II. Ix is a religious ſeryice; An act of acceptable 
worſhip, when performed ina ſpitcitual manner. And 
III. Ir is & part of worſhip, moſt noble and excel 
lent in itſelf : And profitable to us on many 7 g 


* 


. 
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Txt manner in which theſe: ſervants of Gop 


expreſſed their joyful frame of mind, when botden'in 
the cords of affiidtion, teaches us 


* 


1. Ta finging praiſes unto Oo p, if a. duty 


that is never out of ſeaſon. n 
_ Ts is true, there are particular times when certain 
duties are peculiatly ſeaſonable. In a time of trou- 
ble it is highly proper we ſhould apply ourſelves more 
particiilarly to penitential exerciſes: When the 
judgments of Go.D are abroad among its, and the 
ſignals of his diſpleaſure are multiplied—when his 
hand is lifted up againſt us in threatning diſpenſa- 
tions- when we are con/umed by bis anger, and by. bis 
wrath are troubled.— iu hen he ſets our fins beforg him, 
our ſecret ſins in the light of bit countenance, & and the 
troubles Y our heart are-enlarged :+ Then it is time to 
ſeek the LoRx D. And who doth not ſee the peculiar 
propriety of prayer and ſupplication in our preſent 
eircumſtances ? accompanied with confeſſion of fins, 
F humiliation, and reſolutions of amendment. 
Bur if Gop hath not brought us up out of the 
W &Sorrible pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet our feet up- 
on a rock & If he hath not bleſſed us with peace, and 
compaſſed us about with ſongs of deliverance ||---Yet 
have we. not; many mercies which call for grati- _ 
tude and praiſe ? Are not our praiſes to wait for 
him who is the Gop that heareth prayer? 
I times of foreſt calamity there is room for praiſe. 
ot is thert any truly religious man, but what has 
reaſon to give thanks in every ſtate and condition of 
life. The Prophet Habatuk ſpeaking in the per- 
fon of a truly good man, puts the caſe of the failure 
even of the neceſſaries of life, and ſays; Yet will Tre- 
N Joice in the Lok o, Twill jcy in the Gop of my ſalvation. 
: a, | SR As 


Eda. xc. 7. . Ea. xxv. 17. t Hel. x. 12. 
Hg. xi, 3, {| Plas, xxxli. 7. f.. ii. 18. 
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| As God is the ſame glorious and praiſe-wor- 
thy Being whether he gives or takes away, it be- 
comes us to ſay with Fob ; blefſed be the name of the 
LoRx p.“ Although by reaſon of the multitude of op- 
preſſions, they make the £4 reſſed ta cry : They cry our by 
; reaſon of the arm of the mighty. + Although 4 in. 
g | is beard among us, waſling and deſtruction are found in 
aur borders : | Yet we may not neglect to give to Gop 
the glory due to his name. To fail of paying a juſt 
tribute of praiſe. to the liberal Giver of all good, 
is the way to obſtruct the audience of our pray- 
ers, and to ſtop the current of his mercies. The 
example of the fufferers in the text, inſtru thoſe 
to praiſe the LORD that ſeek bim. c b 
TuEs ſervants of the moſt high Go p, did not in 


ſinging p̃raiſes unto him. They praiſed him git 
yoytul Iips. To maintain a ſuitable frame, a conſtant 
diſpoſition, and an habitual preparedneſs for the diſ- 
charge of this duty, is the meaning of that direction; 

Offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that 
js, the Jriut of 0 our lips, giving thanks to his name. || 
And to follow this direction is what we ſhould 


of Iſrael; While T live I will praiſe the Lorp : IT will 
ing praiſes unto my GoD, while I have any being. **- 
Davip was the greateſt Muſician, and the nobleſt 
Poet of antiquity. Many of his leiſure hours were 
ſpent in compoſing hymns or ſongs, (not for paſtime 
and ſport) but of praiſe unto Gop. And it is pro- 
bable in ſome of his words, Paul and Silas ſang 
| praiſes unto Gov in the time of their confinement. 
Tres Publithers of the chriſtian doctrine, being 


fully inſtructed with regard to the object, and the 
ſeveral 


0 "Fob 1.86. 3 + Job xxxv. 9. Ja. xix. 20. 
& Lia. xxii. 26. || Hibs zii. 13 P* exlvi. 3. 


reſolve to do in the language of the ſweet Singer, 


the midſt of ſufferings, neglect IEC religious art of 


a” - 


* 


1 
feveral parts of divine worſhip ; their practiee ought 
to have great weight with us. But if any act of re- 
ligious reverence recommended by their practice, is 
expreſſly enjoined ; then there can be no doubt of 
its being a part of worſhip and an indiſpenſible du- 
ty: This is the caſe with regard to the exerciſe of 
ſinging praiſes unto GOD. It is enjoined by pre- 
cept, and enforced by example. It is therefore 
II. A religious ſervice, and an act of acceptable 

worſhip when performed in a ſpiritual manner. 

Tur glorious/GoDd is to be praiſed for all his eſ- 
ſential excellencies and perfections, eſpecially when 
any of them are diſplayed in acts of favor to his peo- 
ple. It is not enough that we praiſe him by high 
thoughts of him, and grateful affections to him; but 
our mouths muſt alſo ſhew forth his praiſe * The ad- 
mirable ſong of Moſes which incomparably excells 
the moſt admired hymns of triumph that are of. hu- 
man compoſure, is the firſt that is recorded in Scrip= 
ture. + In this ſong of praiſe the people bore a part, 
offering up to Gop their grateful acknowledgments 
with chearful hearts and voices. But the religious 
art of Pſalmody was greatly improved by David:: 
Who becauſe he excelled both as a Poet and Muſi- 
cian, has the honor to be ſtiled rhe ſweet P/almiſt of 
I/rael.} The delightful hymns which he and others 
compoſed under a ſupernatural influence, in praiſe 
of their Creator, were required to be ſung as an act 
of worſhip under the Old Teſtament. Make à joy 
Jul noiſe unto Go p, all ye lands; fing forth the honor 
of bis name: Make bis praiſe "glorious. & Serve the 
Lon p with gladne/s : Come before his preſence with 


Hering. 
8 UNDER. 


* Pla. hi. 18. + Exvd. xv, t—19, Þ 2 Sen. ili. 1. 
$ P/a, Ixyi. . U ha. CG 3. 
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Up the New Teſtament Chriftians are direc» 
ted to reach and admoniſh one another in p/alms, bymns 
and ſpiritual ſongs : Singing with grace in their hearts 
to the Lok p, to fing and make melody in their hearts to 
he LoRD. * The Apoſtle to the Hebrews applies 
that paſſage in the book of Pſalms to the propheti- 
cal David; I uli declare thy name unto my brethren : 
In the midſi of tb gburch will I fing praiſe unto thee. + 
Of whom it is recorded in the hiſtory of his life ; 
that at tile concluſion of the holy ſupper, he and 
his Apoſtles ſung an bymn. His joining with his 
Diſciples in finging a ſpiritual ode, who was giver 
7 be the Head over all things to the church ; carries 
in it both precept and example. How melodi- 
* ouſly and divinely ſweet did that man, who was 
more than a man, and who knew all the infinite 
* yaricties, and even unfearchable melodies at lie 
* hid in the nature of ſounds, perform his part in 
** the concert ?. And then how ſuddenly and inſenſi- 
* bly ace we wrapt and carried away in our thoughts 
© to Heaven? To behold him there, at the head of 
* immortal choirs of ſaints and angels above.” Such 
an example on ſuch an occaſion is deciſive : And 
to the chriſtian believer will be a ſufficient proof 
that finging hymns of praiſe to God, is a religious 
and acceptable ſervice. But had we not been fa- 
vored with our Lorp's particular approbation of 
the divine art of Plalmody : The matter and object 
of the ſacred ſong would determine it to be an act 
of religious worſhip. Thofe miniſtering ſervants 
of CyurIisT who are mentioned in the text rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his 
ume; and expreſſed their joy in ſongs of praiſe. 
" To Gop were their. praiſes directed and confined, 


And 


Hie tg. Col its 6. f Hh iy 12: 1 Matte aii. 0 


(ar - ] 
And that muft certainly. be an a& of divine worſhip, 
in which we offer up to Gop our. grateful acknow- 
ledgments with the voice of praiſe. wy | 
No x is that the only ſubject of pſalmody where- 
in we make a direct tender to Gop of our grateful 
ſenſe and acknowledgment of his eſſential perfeQions; _ 
but all his mighty acts, all his acts of favor to us, the 
promiſes and precepts. of chriſtianity, and the peni- _ 
tential exerciſes of the humble and contrite ſpirit, 
are proper ſubjects of ſacred muſic. | 
Bo 2 in order to render the practice of this divine 
art a reaſonable and acceptable ſervice; we muſe. 
enter into the true ſenſe and ſpirit of the ſacred ſongy 
To ſing without knowing the meaning of the words, 
or attending to the matter of the fong ; is as unedi- 
fying as to hear a prayer in an unknown tongue. 
In this as well as in other reſpects, that the ſoul bs 
without knowledge it is not good. If the matter of 
a ſong be ever ſo good, ever ſo well adapted to 
excite and aſſiſt devotion ; yet if we either do not 
underſtand, or do not attend to it, it is to us 
an unmeaning ſervice, an entire jargon. 

Non is it enough that we under ſtand, and attend 
to the matter of a ſong of praiſe— In finging any 
piece of ſacred poetry and muſic, the words ſhould be 
diſtinctly articulated : That thoſe who cannot join 
with their voices, may join in heart, and be edi- 
fied and improved. Otherwiſe his under/tanding 
who with his voice is able to bear a part in regular 
harmonious ſinging, is unjruitful to others. In both 
theſe; reſpects the Apoſtle to the Corinthians has 
determined that it is the duty of every Chriſtian 
to ing with the underſlanding. + Aud here let it 
- be obſerved— - . 


| of Prov. xix. So t | 4 Er, xis, 1. | 
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Tur proper care ſhould be taken to tune and 
fnodulate the voice, as well as to underſtand the 
rules of this divine art. A diſagreable ſpeech is an 
unhappineſs, It often excites paſſions in others dif- 
ferent. from the intentions of the ſpeaker. In like 


manner, a harſh ungovernable voice in finging, is 


unharmonious, and grating to the ear. As the ear: 
triethᷣ words, ſo it does ſounds. Therefore in order 
to. render vocal muſic harmonious, it muſt be fitted 
to the taſte. To this the art is to conform. For an 
ordinary ear is capable of diſtinguiſhing between 
agreable and diſagreable notes; and of perceiving 
whether the melody of ſounds be more or leſs pleaſ- 
ing. To this point the words of the Apoſtle will 
very well apply Let your ſpeech be always with grace.* 
If in our addreſſes to men, it ſhould be ſuch as is de- 
cent for Chriſtians : Certainly it is not an unbecomin 
ſolicitude in us to be able to bear a graceful harmoni- 
ous part in thoſe ſongs of praiſe that are immediate- 
Iy directed to him who inhabits the praiſes of Vrael. 
In ſinging. praiſes unte Gop the heart muſt be en- 
gaged. The moſt pleaſing combination of ſounds will 
not atone for the want of religious affections. Gop 
will not accept that ſacrifice of vocal praiſe, which 
is not accompanied with the melody of the heart. 
He ſaid to the Jews, at a time when they generally 
contented themſelves with the performance of the 
extern#l part of worſhip, without any cordial de vo- 
tion: Take thou away from me the noiſe of thy ſongs. | 
Chanting hymns of praiſe to Gop are pleaſing to him, 
only when they are the outward expreſſions of in- 
ward pious affections. 
one of us, My jon, give me thine heart: & Juſtly claims 
our 
* Gul. ir. 6, + N. xxii. 3. 1 Amor v. 23 f Prov. xxiii. 26. 
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1 F: bh 
our higheft and beſt affections. If theſe be wantir 


he will ſay to us 3 Thrs people draw near to me wit 


their mouth, and with their lips do they honor me: But J 
have removed their heart far from me. GOD 
ſpirit, and muſt be worſhipped in Jpirit and in truth 


in the inward parts. 
FROM a ſenſe of his unſpeakable greatneſs and 


majeſty, we muſt ſerve bim qoith fear, and rejoice with - 
# zrembling © Singing to his praiſe with the Pfalmiſt; T 
will come into thy houſe in the multitude of thy mercies + 


And in thy fear will I worſhip toward thy holy tei ple. 


A humble ſenſe of guilt and pollution ſhould in- 
eite us to ſing to his praiſe in the language of Fa- 


cob; I am not worthy of the leaſt of all tbe mercies, and 


of all the truth which thay haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant. 4 


With a ſerious and compoſed frame, void of carnal 
mirth and levity of mind, we ſhould ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt ; My heart is fixed, O Gon, my heart it fixed : 


IJ will ſing and give praiſe. 9 With fervency of affec- 
tion we ſhould ſay with him again, I will praiſe thee, _ 
O Loxp my Gob, with all my heart : I will praiſe the 


Lok p with my whole heart in the aſſembly of tbe up- 


right. || I have only to add here, we ate directed to 


ſing praiſes unto Gop in the name of CuRIST : ** 


Through whoſe mediation and interceſſion it is, 


that our hymns of praiſe find acceptance with him. 


| And that we might not want ſufficient motives ' 
to ſerve the Lox D with gladneſs in this part of inſti- 


tuted worſhip : The favorable notice Gop was 


2 pleaſed to take of the praiſes of his ſuffering ſer- 
vants, Induces us 8 
III. To conſider this act of worſhip, as moſt no- 

ble and excellent in itſelf; and profitable to us on 


many accounts. | Ar- 


Ja. xxix. 13. + P/a. v. 7. t Gem. xxxii. 00. Pa. lil. . 
. 2 Col. - ill. 17. 2 Ca 


EA $E Bs + 
. ALTHoveH one duty of N muſt never be ſet 
up againſt another; yet there are ſome religious acts 
Which are of greater perfection than others. The 
Apoſtle to the Corinthians ſpeaking of faith, hope and 
and charity, gives the preference to the latter. But 
of all the parts of divine worſhip, the preeminence is 
juſtly due to praiſe : As it is the moſt expreſs and di- 
rect acknowledgment of the divine perfections; and 
the moſt generous, diſiatereſted a of religion, where- N 
y a creature can honor its infinite Creator. Thus 
faith the Lok p, Whoſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me. e 
4% This ſeems to be ſpoken emphatically, aud by way 
«© of eminence : Importing as much as if it were ſaid, 
* he it is that honors me more particularly, and per- 
forms a more eſpecial piece of religious ſervice.” 
There is no ſacrifice ſo pleaſing to Gop, as to Sing forth 
the honor of his name. He loves a chearful giver, as 
in acts of charity to men, ſo in acts of praiſe to him- 
ſelf. Whether there is any act of religion that is 
wholly diſintereſted, is a queſtion fit for the cyrious. 
But if the gratification of every defire is a perfonal 
enjoyment ; will it not follow, that finging prai- 
ſes. unto Gop is an exerciſe attended with prafit and 
advantage to the devout foul? hos 
Tur harmonious combination of mere funds is 
not without its effects. Strange things have been re- 
_  Tated of the power of muſic, in curing diſeaſes of 
the body—in exciting or allaying the paſhons of 
men—in reviving the ſpirits, or diſſipating rage or 
melancholly, according to the different ſpecies of 
it. Even brutes are ſaid to be affected with ſome 
kinds of it. Certain it is, that men are capable 
of feeling its force: And have not been a little in- 
"debted to it for their military e 
nh hs I | + an 
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of their wants and infirmities. Their circumſtances 


3H, 8 
Zur the place and occaſion conſpire to engage out 
attention to that ſolemn kind of melody, which con- 
fiſts in finging praiſes unto Gop. The ſalutary ef- 
fects of which are too many to be diſtinctly men- 
tioned. I ſhall therefore at preſent notice thoſe 
only which the character and circumſtances of 
aul and Silas ſuggeſt to us: When in the midſt 


a of great trials, they ſang praiſet unto Gov, 


PRAYER had awakened in them a ſorrowful ſenſe 


were dubious and perplexing. In ſuch a fituation, 
what religious exerciſe has a greater tendency to ex- 
hilerate the ſpirits, take off the edge of afflictions, 
enliven devotion, and prepare the ſoul for fm im- 
preſſions, than bebte hymns of praiſe to Geb with 
the melody of a grateful heart? What refreſhes and 
elevates the ſoul more than love, joy, and gratitude ? 
which are awakened and exerciſed in this delightful 
part of worſhip. Bleſſed is the man whoſe tran/greſ= 


fon is forgiuen, whoſe ſin is covered and in whoſe ſp 7 


rie there is no guile ; whether the world ſmiles or frowns 


upon him. Being poſſeſſed of a fund of happineſs 
which the world can neither give nor take away; he 
will in every thing give thanks, Nor will he want fit 
matter for praiſe, ſo long as he has fo glorious a Be- 
nefaQtor to be the object of it. The heart will awaken 
the tongue, and the grateful foul willig forth the bo- 


nor of bis name and make the voice of bis praiſe to be heard. * 


In ſuch a ſtate of exultation, when the hbigb prai- 


Jes of God are in the mouths of his ſervants ; how will 


it ſoften pains, take off the edge of affliction, and 

overcome the fears even of death itſelf. There are 

ſongs of triumph recorded in Scripture for the ex- 

etciſe of the Chriſtian's faith, hope, and joy in Gos 
: our 

. P/al, lxvi. t, 3. | 
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our Savior, in the article of * Such as that ; 
Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and aſterward re- 
erve me to glory - hom have I in Heaven but thee ! 
=: ic none upon earth that I deſire befies thee. 
and my heart faileth ; but Gop ts the flrength 
of my heart, and my portion forever * And that — 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the lave of Cur1sT ? Shall 
tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or na- 
kedne/s, or peril, or fword ?——Nay in all theſe things we 

are more than conquerors, through him that loved us. + 

A SENTENCE of Scripture occurs here, and is en- 

titled to particular notice; as it may ſeem to mili- 

tate with the leading ſentiments of the diſcourſe. As 

be that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as 

vinegar upon nitre : So is be that fingeth ſongs to an hea- 

vy Beart. 1 If by an heauy heart we underſtand a ſpi- 

rit wounded with a ſenſe of guilt, the firſt duty of the 

- convinced ſinner is repentance. 9 Nor is he deſtitute 

of fit matter of praiſe for the good news from Hea. 

ven. The grace of the goſpel hath opened a door of 
hope, and rendered repentance poſſible and acceptable. 

But if by an heavy heart is meant a heart depreſſed 

with grief and ſorrow, diſſolute and frantic mirth will 

but inereaſe ſadneſs. But it does not follow, that 


Sp == ] +5 HWA” 


« n 1 ad la. a 


_ als. n. im D 1 


* Adevout pſalmody will have the ſame effect. It rather 
il revives and refreſhes the ſpirit unde; trials. A pious 
| foul dejected with melancholy reflections, will not 
(in moſt caſes) be averſe to ſinging the promiſes, | 
the Mediator, and the Gop of the new cove- f 
5 pant, Eſpecially when it is conſidered 
Txrar finging pſalms or hymns of praiſe to Gop, 
bas a happy tendency to ſtrengthen and animate de- 
yotion : And to prepare the ſoul for further good 


44 impreſſions. It is one property of that muſic 
which 


1 | | E faxiii, 24, 25, 26. + Rom, viii, 35, 37+ 1 Prev. aav. 2G 


deer Adi il. 37, 38. 
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which is a divine art, to diffoſe a calmneſs al! a- 
round us; and to purify and exalt the r:ſhons : A 
diſ-ofition which, of all others, beſt qualifies us to 
engage in the offices of divine worſhip with delight 
and acceptance, and to receive divine communi=- 
cations : It keeps the foul on the wing, defiring 
to be ſtill ncarer unto Gop. Beſfidegm * 


Ovn Savior has laid it down as a maxim which he 


every one that bath, tht is, improves what he hath, ſcall 
be given, and he ſhall have abundance. * This general 
principle was verified, when the prayer and' praiſes of 
Paul and Silas came up in remembrance before Gop. 
Their elevating ſtrains of praiſe had raiſed them above 
themſelves : And now they were raiſed above their 
perſecutors. New ſongs are put into their mouths, 
and freſh honors are conferred on them ; by 
rendering them inſtrumental in loſening far more 
infamous bonds, than thoſe from which by a mi- 
racle they themſelves had been freed ; and in pro- 
moting the ſpirituck liberty of others, which is 
infinitely more to be deſired than the greateſt 
imaginable degree of civil freedom. | 
No helps are to be deſpiſed or neglected which have 
a tendency to tune and fit the foul for the ſer vice of Gop. 
By muſic Eliſba was prepared to receive the prophe- 
tic inſpiration. His mind had been diſturbed at the 
fight of wickgd Jeboram. To tecover its ſerenity, he 
called for a minſtrel. And it came to paſt when the 
mmſfirel played, that the hand of the Lok» was upon 
him. T Even Saul prepared by myfic, received the 
ſpirit of prophecy; and was found among the Pro- 
phets : For meeting @ company of Prophets coming 
en 


would obſerve in ra additional favors : Unto 


Matt. xxv. 29. + 2 Kings ili 1. 
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dewn from the high place, with a pfaltery, and 4 
tabret, and a pipe, and a harp before them, th: 
Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and be pre- 
phe cied among 16:11. "® 

In ancient time divers means were uſed 'O procute 
the gift of prophecy, and among others thoſe of vo- 
cal and inſtrumental muſic ; which as they had a ten- 
dency to induce a ſweet ſetenity of mind, were ſup. 
pbled to render the ſoul apt io receive it. And if mu- 
ic was uſed in order to engage the prophetic viſits of 
the ſpirit; wiat realon have we to think that ſinging 
praiſes unto Gop hath not a like tendency to prepare 
the ſo a] for his gr=cious vitits > Thoſe divine ſongs 
of praiſe that have a pure, ſpiritual, and elevating 
effect upon the heart, cannot certainly be diſpleaſing 
tothe Author of all inward piritual harmony. So far 
fron) t, Rey tend! to in it e his illapſes; and to open 
and d. (pole the Ul for the admiſſion of divine truths, 

As a further eee ER of this moſt ex- 
ccllcnt Ne ben. Hilal exerciſe, I may not omit to 
add on this cc ON 


T A I the practice of Ig praiſes unto Gop in 


— 


chr ſitzn aſtemblica, is one appointe 4 mean whereby 


the ſerivas and devuut foul is fitted for that which will 


be its everlaſting employment. In this delightful ex- 
erciſe, it is ſ-metimes carried forth in acts of holy joy 
audl tranſport; and pr raiſe is advanced into rapture, 


Such an cxalied heavenly emp! oyment, hath a-ſpecial 


tendency torenter the liucete ch! iſtian more heavenly 
1a temper a and converſation. The primitive diſciples 
are Li} US GE! [Cribe: (1 Dy the GY AT; gell ſb eee 17K 7. 4. 


_ 
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Vi u the tei fer vor, cclebra ting and pralüng 
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Gos, is the livelieſt emblem of heaven that we know 
upon earth. And at the cloſe of a life of faith, who 
would not wiſh to finiſh his courſe in that higheſt and 
nobleſt act of worſhip, which is the beſt preparative 
for joining the celeſtial choir > There Go is prat- 
ſed in perfect love, joy, and harmony.—Thoſe bleſ- 
ſed ſpirits, whoſe affections are in uniſon one with 
another, are thus deſcribed by Miiton + 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took, 
« Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide, 
„Like quavers hung, and with preamble ſweet 
« Of charming. ſymphony they introduce 
„The ſacred ſong, and waken raptares high: 
No one exempt, no voice but well con'd join 
© Melodious part, ſuch concord is in Heaven.“ 

P&Aiss is the ſpecial work of heaven, wohere the 


faints ſhall be forever, to the praiſe of the glory of GoD's 


grace in Jesus Cnrier, ® The time would fail me 
to recount the aſcriptions of praiſe to Gop recorded 
in Scripture. The language for adiſciple of CHRIST 


is that: To God only wiſe, be glory through JeSus 


CHRIST forever, aui. Now te the King eternal, im- 
mortal, invifible, the only wiſe God, be honor and glory, 


forever. and ever, amen. Now unto him that is able to 


keep yju from falling, and to prejent you faultleſs before 
the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy ; to the only 
wiſe Gon our Savior, be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, both now and forever, amen. \ While here on 
earth our Savior requires his diſciples to join in theſe 
ſongs of heaven. Allelujah ; ſalvation, and glory, and 
Sonor, and power unto the LokD our God. || Amen : 
Bleſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, 
and honor, and power, and might be unto our Gon 


TAE 
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Tu E only queſtion that remains is, what uſe we 
ſhould make of the docteine that has been advan- 
ced, and ſupported by Scripture. And, 
1. How reaſonable, how excellent, and honorable 
is the duty of ſinging praiſes unto Gop ? 
Ir it a good thing to give thanks unto the Lond, and te 
Jing praiſes unto thy name, O mat high. * It gives ho- 
nor to Gop, who faith, M hoſo offereth praiſe glorifiet! 
me. T It is a delightful exerciſe : Ir is good to ſing 
prarſes unto our Gop; for it is pleaſant. 1 It does honor 
t the ſervants of God ; for praiſe is comely. It is that 
which becomes us as re ſonablꝭ dependent creatures, 
much more as a people in covenant with Gop. No, 
thing is more reaſonable and fit, than to make the 
Hearer of our prayers the object of our praiſes. Nor 
can we otherwiſe ar ſwer the wiſe intentions of Pro- 
vidence, thin by hewing /or ih the praiſet of him, who 
hath called us out of darhneſ; into his marvelous light. 5 
2. if the truths witch we have had unde con- 
ſide ation make thei way to our beats, ſhall we 
not be diſpoſed for time to come to allow more 
room for praiſe in our devotional exerciles ? 
OuR wants ſtir us up to prayer, and we are apt 
to be copious in our requeſts ; but how loth and un- 
ready are we to ſing of mercy. Is not the ſtory of the 
ten lepers a true portrait or image of mankind ? All 
of them prayed with great earneſtneſs, and all of them 
received the favor they aſked ; but one only, touch- 
ed with gratitude, acknowledged the mercy he had 
received, How much more frequent and earneſt are 
men in praying for the removal of evils, or the be- 
ſtowment of good things, than in their returns of 
gratitude and praiſe? The Pſalmiſt thought he could 
not too often perforin the higheſt act of religious ſer- 
| Vice— 
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vice Seven times a day do Ipraiſe the Lond. * My 
praiſe ſhall be continually of him. . But how ſeldom 
does Go p receive a chearful ſactifice ot praite from 
us even in a day of proſ"e1ity ; much leſs when his 
rod is upon us. But ſhould we not praile nim for not 
d:aling with us after our deſeris? Saying: He hath not 
dealt with us alter our fins ; nor rewarded us according 
to our iniquities. } 
to the :ew Jeruſalem, there is no 10untain fo ſteep, 
no valley ſo gloomy, as not to admit of the tongs of 
Zn. -in the ſeveteſt confl cts, it is his duty and 
p::vilege to rcjoice in the LorD.. For as praiſe pro- 
perly te nns on Gor himſelt, and 1s that act of 
religion by which we honor and ad mise the divine ex- 
cellencies; there will always be room for it, notwith- 
ſtan ing thote correfions which for the preſent are 


not joyous, but grievous. There is no ca'1mity that 


ſo cleariy diſcovers the divine diſpleaſu e, or is fo 
pregnant with all manner of evils, as that of war; 
and yet it was the cuſtom of Go p's ancient peopie 
to go forth againſt their enemies, chanting hymns 
of praiſe to him. It is recorded of good Jeboſ- 


haphat, That be appointed fingers un'o the LORD, 


and that they ſhould ps aiſe the beauty of holineſs, as they 
went out before the army, and to ſay, praiſe the LORD, 
for hrs mercy endureth forever. And when they began 
7: praiſe, the LorD ſet ambr.ſhments againſt the cbillren 
of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, which were come 
againſt Judah, and they were ſmitten. 9 At ſach a 
crifts, the direction given to the church is that; Let 
the high praiſes of Go p be in their mouth, and a t199- 
eaged ſword in their hand. || Such ardent piety and 
ſublimity of goodneſs will enſure ſucceſs ; when with- 
out it, che mighty fall, and the weapons of war periſb. 
3. Ir 


Nia. exix. 164. + EA. Izxi. 6. Pla, cli. 10. 
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Whiie the chriftian 1s-on his way 
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3: Tr ſinging praiſes unto Gop is a part of inſtitu. 
ted worſhip, ſhould we not themlay ourſelves out to 
ſerve him faithfully herein ? ; 

Wr are indebted to him for whatever gifts and en- 
dowments we have, which were not intended barely . 
for enjoyment, but alſo for improvement. We ſhould 
therefore ſtudy what ſervice we may do for him, what 

ood to others, and how to promote our preſent and 


future welfare in the improvement of them. Fi- 


delity in the ſmalleſt truſt is acceptable to the Lox D. 

How contrary ſoever it may be to the prevailing. 
temper and practice of the world, in proportion as. 
we are formed to a reſemblance of our great Maſ- 
ter; none of us liveth to himſelf. * The talents we 
poſſeſs are not ſo much our own, as the church's, 
This is as true with regard to ſkill ia muſic, as any 
other endowment or accompliſhment whatever. He 
who made man's mouth, + and formed the organs. of 
ſpeech, hath a right to the tribute of vocal praiſe 


which he exacts. Indeed the heart may praiſe him, 


though the. voice be-not at command. But if there 
be no defect in the voice, we ſhould endeavor to, 


bear a part in the fongs of the LORD. 1 


Y 
md Kom. Xiv. 7» + Exod. ivf in. ft 3 Chron. xxv. 75 


CHoRISTERs or quire-men ſoon obtained an of- 
fice in the chriſtian church; but no church has any 


Warrant to commit the whole work of finging to 


them, and fo exclude themſelves, and the congrege,- 
tion. The Scripture ſhuts none out that can bear 
a part in a ſervice ſo honarary to God, and fo profita- 
ble to man: It is true, the Apoſtle Paul after te- 
proving the Corinthian church for many corruptions 
that had creptin among them, gives this direction ty 
Let your women keep filence in the chnrches ; For it 18 


wot permitted unto them to ſpeak—1t is a ſhame jor woe» 
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men to ſpeak in the church. ® One is apt to ſuſpect 
from the general ſilence of the ſex in this more fage- 
al part of divine worſhip, that they thought the Apoſ- 
tle had here forbidden them to ſing the praiſes of their 
Savior and their Gov, Whereas he only prohibits 
their leading in the public offices of religion, and not 
their bearing a part in harmonious ſinging, for which 
the peculiar ſweetneſs and melody of their voices ſo 
well qualifies them. My FEMALE FRIENDS— 

War better becomes you as w] ]ð.m en profe//ing god- 
kneſ;, + than to add to the charms of beneficence and 
goodneſs, a tribute of vocal praiſe ; and fo fill up your 
places in this part of ſocial worſhip ? Have you not 
abundant occaſion to publiſh with the voice of thankj- 
giving in your perpetual hymns, what Gop has done 
for you? Should you not be ready in every appointed 


method, to expreſs the height and ſullneſs of your joy 


and gratitude to the Gop of your lives; and to place 

vour principal glory in this, that you have the ho- 

nor to fing his praiſe ? Nor can your muſical tongues 

be better employed than in this heavenly exerciſe of 

praiſing Gop by hymns, pſalms, and ſpiritual ſongs. 
My young FRIENDS of /both ſexes— 

We greatly rejoice to find you ſo attentive to an 
act of religious worſhip, which requires fo great purity ' 
and elevation of ſpirit ; when, notwithſtanding the 
thick and gloomy cloud of judgment that hangs over 
us, there ſecms to be ſuch a general diſſipation of 


thought and laxity of morals. Devotion will ever be 


your ſureſt and ſweeteſt reſource. The ambition of 
excelling in the religious art of pſalmody is lauda- 
ble. The time that is ſpent in tuning and modu- 
lating the voice; and in acquiring a competent {kill 
in this uſeful art is not loſt, How many heart-achs 
| would 
i Core xiv. 34, 15. 11 Tim, ii. 10. 
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Would it prevent, if youth in general ſpent no part 
af their time in worſe purſuits ? wh (6 
Bor then, greatcare muſt be taken that your at- 
tention be not wholly engrofſed by the melody of the 
tune. Mental plezſure, the pleaſure of fincere de- 
votion, ſhould ever ſtand higheſt in vour eſtimation, 
Does it not awaken ſo:ne pivus affeCtions when you 
read the divine ſong of Moſes, or the rapturous an- 
thems and hallelujchs of David? How then muſt it 
animate your zeal and devotion, when you are able 
with harmonious voices 7 fing unto GOD fing 
praiſes to his name — and to extol him that rideth upon the 
Heavens by bis name IAH. No melody of voice can 
equal that of a grateful heart. The ſouls that are all 
love to Gob, and to whom CRAHRIS I is precious 
that are reſponſive to the cry of diſtreſs, and vocal 
to the calls of humanity—the life at the ſame time 
being one continue?! ſtrain of gratitude and praiſe 

What pleaſure mult ariſe from ſuch a regulation? 
TEN ſhould we be filled with thoſe fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, which are by IE SUS CHRIST unte the glory 
and praiſe of GoD. + Then ſhould we be advancing 
more and more towards that perfect love, peace, and 
harmony, which reign and triumph in the heavenly 
world. Thither may Goh of his infinite grace in 
CHR1sT, bring us all at laſt: Where his praiſes like 
his mercies will endure without ehd : While the 
redeemed of the LORD fing—Bleſſing, and honor, 
and glory, and power be unto bim that fitteth upon the 


throne, and unto the LAMB forever and ever. | 
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